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in hi a letter headed "bad reporting hurts the First amendment" John Laughlnnd 
states an iup^rtant truth: too much at modern reporting is obviously inaccurate when it 
need not be, as is column writing. In the latter category he singled out Roy A<i eachum, as 
I also have. By inference hr. ^aughland says that if those of us who are not reporting 
can know tlv* truth, wh$ don't the reporters and columnists take the time to le;xrn the 
truth? 



Ai y own reporting days are far in the past but I've never lost my inte 4st in it 
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and I have observed it closely, p articularly in the past 25 years, when my own work has 
been reported widely and has been the suuject of columnists. 

"*■ believe that in general, two factors contribute to less concern for what was 
basic in reporting, accuracy * One is the corrupting influence of TV, which refers to its 
own "reporting" as "shows." Except t jTa degree for major disasters, like hurricande, TV's 
interest is in /6ppe, .ranee of the talking head, simplicity and glibness , /presented with a 
background of high-school humor.Tue other major corrupting influence is the abdication 
of independence in t. ought and expression on partisan issues, p ar t icula rly those on 
which government has taken a policy position. Reporters and columnists have their c$n 
opinion} and in expressing them they too often find fact irrelevant. 
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On tsues of national and international affairs non-mo tropoli tan papers even with 
the best of intention, which not all have, t.e editors simply do not and cannot have? the 
background nepfeecasry, particularly with columns, and do not have the time to be fully 



informed on these matters. 

Not infrequently, partlrnlirly with regard to Israel, dislike and hatred of J ews and 
of t tint sat "state combined with ignorance of realities, characterises what the people are 
told by the media - the people whose knowledge is vital in a representative society in 
which, at least in theory, government do*s as the people want it to do. 

A. recent example of tliris in xhe local papers is a Scripps-Howard column on the 



truly awful problem of cocaine and the so-called ^dtllin cartel that distributes most of 
it. That column said, with no ifs or buts, tikit the cartel's murderous thugs were trained 
by Israelii sent by that government. It concluded with the question, "Is this the way 



you want your tax dollars spent?" 

**ny reporter or columnist who made any effort to learn what the f lalx amply- 
reported facts are would have known that nationals of a number of countries trained those 
Columbian murderers, that the Israelis were a minority and that most came from Great 

Britain. would also know that, rather than the government of Israel sending those 
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trainer 8 , it was a violation of Israeli law and the government had e ppo ee d the ^ . 

• parti rH nn Isra e li ci t igeiiH ~in~-it^ ^hus. in all major particulars, this widely- 

syndicated column was grossly and prejudicially false and was an incitation to both 

hatred and political reaction. 

There just is no excuse at all for this kind of hate propaganda foisted off on 
trusting editors and their readers. It cannot be reconciled witf] any reasonable inter- 
pretation of column writing and it does "hurt the First Amendment." It is evil propar- 
ganda of evil purpose and it tells us that Seripps-Howard is run either by ignoramuses 
of hate-mongers. 

Similarly, one of hoy Meachum's relatively recent columns blamed Christian Arabs 
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for the awful situation in sim p ly - devastated ^ebanon. This is the line of that faction 
of Arabs to whom he is devoted, i. eluding the terorists, like the *bu ^idal gang he has 
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described a:, not terrorists byt/^atriots. The actuality tliat is widely accepted is that 
of —those- ^obanese^who have not been forced -to- l o avo their nativ e lan d ^majority 
believes that the i> yrian occupation offLebanon for so many years is the root cause of 
continuing warfare there, ^r. ^eachuo has a career of denouncing Israel for all the evils 
of that part of the world aa* this once blaming the c£h±stian Arabs, but there has not 
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been a peep out of him about Syria's murderous occupation of so much of Lebanon^ which 
is, by the way, a major cause of Israel's establis h i n g a s ma ll buffer zone at the 
southern njed of Lebanon. 

The wor.d and its politics have become enormously complex, so complex that the 












metropolitan papers require many experts aiaon^ their editor^-and ^on-metropolitan 
papers simpjy cannot cope with these complexities. 

This does not excuse their publishing inaccurate information and hate propaganda 
because there are always those on whom they can call with questions. In my own work: in 
the recent past I've responded to questions of fact from TV producers and writers from 
Los *ngelea to London (.BBC^TtV ~uxnea± numerous times), reporters from all 



over, and book publishers and mat^tzinoytaritors. 

badly as those who depend on metropolitan papers are often served by reporters 
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and columnists, those who depend on non-metropolitan ape*>^and TV anymore badly 

served, i'hisis a major reason so many Americans today are less well informed on 
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important and controversial matters than most other peoples. 

Sadly, l*r. iaughland is justified in his mistrust of the press. 




